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I was there, as Governor of Texas, for the
50th anniversary at the end of the war in the
Pacific Theater. And my mother and dad
were there, as was Laura, my wife. And I
got up to speak, to welcome everybody as
the Governor, and I said, ‘‘Welcome.’’ And
I said, ‘‘Dad, welcome back to central Texas,’’
and people cheered. And I said, ‘‘Mother,’’
and before I could say another word, every-
body was screaming at the top of their lungs.
And I said, ‘‘Mother,’’—and still—‘‘every-
body here loves you in Texas and so do I,
but you are still telling me what to do after
50 years.’’ [Laughter] And a guy in a big cow-
boy hat steps out in the middle of Main
Street, Fredericksburg, and screams, ‘‘You
better listen to her, too, boy.’’ [Laughter]

Part of respect is to respect your mom and
dad. So to the campers here, my advice is,
listen to your mother. [Laughter] In my case,
I don’t have any choice. [Laughter]

You also teach the sense of responsibility,
that each of us must be responsible for the
decisions we make in life. And that’s a really
important character and core value for our
country. That we must have a responsible so-
ciety, that Government can’t do everything
in a society. We’ve got to be responsible for
loving a neighbor like we’d like to be loved
ourselves.

One of the things that I’m hoping to get
through the Congress is the faith-based ini-
tiative, faith and community based initiative
which will capture and stand side by side the
programs all around America that rely upon
faith to help change people’s lives.

I recognize there is a role for Government-
sponsored programs, but our society must
recognize there is also a role for faith-based
initiatives and faith-based programs, pro-
grams that exist to help people change their
heart and, therefore, change their behavior.
We shouldn’t fear faith in America; we ought
to welcome the faith-based programs that
help define our country as a unique land.
And so, responsible society is one that we
all must aim for.

Now, this is a nation of character and val-
ues, and I’m so honored to be in a place that
teaches values, that heralds character, that’s
not afraid to say there are right choices in
life to make and wrong choices in life to
make; a community of conscious and a com-

munity of character that aims to say to our
young, this American experience is a fantastic
experience. Work hard, study hard, respect
your family, and respect your friends, and
our Nation will be even greater than it is
today.

So thank you for giving me a chance to
come and herald a wonderful program in an
unbelievably beautiful setting. It’s a great
honor to be the President of this country.
And the main reason why is because our
country is the greatest there is. And the rea-
son why we are is because the people of
America are so fantastic and so loving and
so decent.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:25 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Tessa Murphy, camp
counselor, Estes Park Center YMCA, who intro-
duced the President; President Vladimir Putin of
Russia; and David G. Thomas, executive director,
YMCA of the Rockies.

Statement Following a Telephone
Conversation With President Boris
Trajkovski of Macedonia
August 14, 2001

This morning I spoke with my friend Presi-
dent Boris Trajkovski to congratulate him on
his courage and leadership in negotiating the
political settlement that was signed yesterday
in Macedonia.

The settlement promises to strengthen de-
mocracy and avert civil war, while protecting
Macedonia’s territorial integrity and political
unity. It addresses longstanding political aspi-
rations of the citizens of Macedonia. It is now
up to Macedonia’s Assembly to adopt the
constitutional amendments and legislation to
implement the settlement.

As I have made clear from the outset of
the fighting, the United States stands strong-
ly against those armed extremists who have
tried to take democracy hostage in Mac-
edonia. President Trajkovski and I agree that
their tactics are despicable and their methods
undemocratic. The time has come for these
armed groups to turn over their weapons to
NATO and disband.

A political settlement has been signed, and
we now need to ensure the peace and put
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Macedonia back on the road to Europe. The
United States offers its strong support to
President Trajkovski and to the democratic
Government of Macedonia as they move for-
ward to achieve this goal.

Remarks at a Fundraising Dinner for
Senator Wayne Allard and Governor
Bill Owens in Denver, Colorado
August 14, 2001

Thank you, all. Thank you very much.
Thank you all very much. Okay, sit down,
please. Thank you, all.

Madame Secretary, thank you for that kind
introduction. You read it just like I wrote it.
[Laughter] I’m really proud of my appoint-
ment of Gale Norton to the Secretary of the
Interior. She is doing a fabulous job.

I think one of the things that people are
going to find about our administration is we
bring some common sense to Washington,
DC. And Gale Norton brings a lot of com-
mon sense—common sense—to the Interior
Department. And it needed a little common
sense. [Laughter]

I’m sorry my wife isn’t with me, but I want
to give you a family report. I’m extremely
proud of our First Lady. She’s doing a fabu-
lous job. She’s working on a reading initiative
that will have a profound impact all across
America. Right now she’s worrying about the
two dogs and the cat on our ranch in
Crawford, Texas.

We love our ranch in Crawford, Texas. But
I must say, after having been in Estes Park—
[laughter]—it’s good to get out of Wash-
ington. [Laughter] I love my job. I want to
thank all of you here who helped me become
the President. It’s a huge honor. But it’s also
a—and I like going to the Oval Office every
day. As you can imagine, walking into this
great office is—it’s hard to describe how I
feel every morning.

But it’s also important to get out and see
the people, too. It’s important to keep bal-
ance and perspective. We find that on our
ranch in central Texas, and I find it as I travel
the heartland. No better place to come than
the great State of Colorado, where people
are down-to-earth and work hard and adhere
to great American values. And I want to

thank you for the warm welcome I’ve re-
ceived today.

I appreciate so very much traveling today
with United States Senator Ben Nighthorse
Campbell. He is a—he is an interesting
man—[laughter]—who I’m proud to call
friend. He brings a lot of class to the United
States Senate, and he represents your State
with a lot of dignity.

I want to thank the Members of the Con-
gressional delegation who are here, as well:
Scott McInnis, who just came off Mount
McKinley today to say hello to his President.
And I want to thank you, Scott. I traveled
today with Tom Tancredo and Bob Schaffer,
as well. Both of these men—all three of these
men are good, solid citizens in the United
States Congress, and I appreciate their
friendship. I appreciate their advice. I get
a lot of advice from Members of Congress
these days. [Laughter] Most of all, I appre-
ciate their votes. Thank you all for being
here.

I want to thank my friend, Joe Rogers, the
Lieutenant Governor of the State of Colo-
rado, for being here. Thank you, Joe. And
Mr. Chairman, thank you for your leadership.
Where is he? There he is, down there. I ap-
preciate you taking on the lead. I appreciate
you toiling in the trenches. I appreciate you
make sure Colorado remains in the public—
Republican camp in 2002.

I’m here to help two good men get re-
elected, and I appreciate you all’s work help-
ing them get reelected. There’s no finer Gov-
ernor in the United States than Bill Owens.
Jeb Bush isn’t all that bad. [Laughter] But
he’s done a great job. He is the kind of fellow
you want in office because he does what he
says he’s going to do.

That sounds pretty simple to people from
the outside, but a lot of times in the political
process, that’s not the way it works. A lot
of times, you have candidates running for of-
fice who say one thing, and they don’t mean
it. They go out and tell the people all across
the State that they’re going to do something
for education, but they really don’t mean it,
or they can’t get it done.

This is a man who has done in office what
he said he would do. He’s cut the taxes, he’s
made education a priority, and you need to
send him back. You need to put him back
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